PAR* THREE
FREUD AS A CRITIC OF OUR CULTURE
PREFATORY NOTE
Ever since he perceived the contradiction between
sexual drives and cultural interests, Freud felt com-
pelled to attempt a critical evaluation of our civiliza-
tion. But at that time he did not care to publish his
views. During this early period of his dawning
under standing of the psychic forces which determine
human destinies, his works show only a few traces
of this interest. But these scattered comments reveal
the same spirit, the same intellectual boldness, that
characterized his entire life and work. If we study
them attentively, we shall see that ideas which had
previously touched the periphery of his work slowly
groped their way toward the centre. Concepts at
first dim or not yet articulate were later compre-
hended more keenly, clearly, and consciously.
It has not been my aim here to present the whole
range of cultural-philosophical criticism to be found
in Freud's writings. The following chapters deal
only with Freud's papers on this subject in the
1927-30 period. Most of these critical essays were
lectures given during those years in the Vienna and
Berlin Psycho-Analytical Societies.